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Sam Marshall

Fhotography Vicki Leopold, Jennifer Soo and Quentin Jones

His name may not be in lights

Stephen Varady

but his interiors are.
Jeni Porter assesses the work of designer George Freedman and

talks to the creative talent carrying his message forward.

Think architecture and Sydney, think minimalism. Think
simple, light-filled structural spaces, plain white walls, large

glass areas that are so suited to our sun-bleached lifestyle.

It's a style that's evolved over decades, influenced by both

our climate and harbour-oriented landscape and by key

architects whose work epitomises the modernist approach.
Harry Seidler and Glenn Murcult have had a huge

1, who emigrated here in 1948, was an early

Murcull or

I thelr snviionmeant

Bl there are ol lessar kiown |} e who ware kiry

with Neville Marsh, in life and in business, and their Marsh
Freedman Associates revolutionised interior design. (Marsh
left Sydney in 1986 and died eight years later) Freedman is
credited with creating the most significant corporate interior
of 20th-century Australia — the now largely junked State
Bank executive offices on the top floors of the bank's head
office in Martin Place, city.

But perhaps his greatest legacy was in training a group
of architects whose work is influencing a new generation
ol slyle-sellers,

lain Malliday had dreamed of belng an architect slico o

sl e R,

lain Halliday

be on a sofa cushion or which way the veneer should run.”
Just as Freedman influenced the young Halliday so, too, has
Halliday had a huge impact on scores of young designers.
Coing time at Burley Katon Halliday, the firm he runs with
David Katon, is considered the equivalent of a postgraduate
degree in architecture.

Sam Marshall has won numerous awards and acclaim for
his simple, cleverly planned and environmentally sensitive
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‘Everything was detailed to the

A

last millimetre: it was

incredibly exacting. With some things we could have fudged

it but the spirit was that it had 1

as they collaborated, “It was not a case of, ‘we do things this
way'" When he set up Architect Marshall in 1988, Marshall
says one of the big shocks was working to much tighter
budgets. But Freedman had taught him to think everything
through and using the same set of principles come up with
innovative things. “l see George on this planet as creating
new and beautiful things," he said.

Stephen Varady likens his 18 months working for

Freedman to a finishing school. "It was a uniq it of
we all wo all re il back o

Wt Wit

atmosphere

Wi (

¥

0 be just right.

that things could be better, that you could be passionate
about what you did, that you could get inspired by your
workplace and do these fantastic, amazing things.”

When Freedman offered Bill MacMahon a job the high-
distinction student asked his lecturer Glenn Murcutt, then
teaching at the University of NSW, for advice.

“| said, ‘George does interiors, is that what | should
be doing?' Glenn said it would be a good starl,"
MacMahon, who joined the large leam wor

i the

s cleslandl

W away v e allanties

Freedman's current work,
left, still adheres to his
central design tenet: get the
functionality right, and the
beauty will follow.

Photography Sharrin Rees

New York while MacMahon runs a low-key practice in Polls
Point and lectures at UNSW.

MacMahon's exit may have been fraught but he is
grateful that he worked with Freedman. "Every time you waie
talking to him about what you were doing you would
really feel the thing had progressed and was belter than il
had been."

o

Close to 40 years after he firat discoveroed (1l
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